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**** MARK YOUR CALE�DAR****   
****     LU�CHEO�, WED�ESDAY, Mar 25, 2009     **** 

 

E�TERTAI�ME�T 

Elizabeth 
        Costumes and Songs through the Eras
          

 

  AEROSPACE CHARTI�G SE�IORS LU�CHEO� 
         Cocktails 11:30 am               Lunch 12:15 pm 

 

          Viking Banquet Center, 10709 Watson Road 
          (314)-821-6600 

              Price: $17.00 per person 
  

                ME�U:    your choice of either 

 

Baked Whitefish:   baked with a butter crumb topping, served 
with fresh vegetables 
Sliced Roast Beef:  topped with Bordelaise sauce, served with    
whipped potatoes and fresh vegetables 

All dinners include: 
Viking house salad   Rolls and Butter  Choice of Water, Coffee or Ice Tea      Chef’s Choice of Dessert 
 
- - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - tear off - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -  

March 25 2009 Luncheon Reservation Form 
    Entrée Choice (Select one per Attendee)       Beef      Fish 

 

Member name: _______________________________________   ____ ____ 

 

Spouse name:   ________________________________________   ____ ____ 

 

Guest name:     ________________________________________   ____ ____ 

 

Please mail to arrive by March 17, 2009 
MAIL TO: Aerospace Charting Seniors 

P.O. Box 510091 

St. Louis MO  63151-0091 
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DECEMBER 17, 2008 LU�CHEO� �EWS 
Pat Wiese 

Eighty-four retirees and guests enjoyed our Christmas 
dinner of either roast beef or fish at the Viking Banquet 
Center.  The pecan pie for dessert was a delightful 
ending to our meal.  Inclement weather and illnesses 
contributed to our lower than usual attendance at this 
time of year. 
Harold Howard started off the festivities by introducing 
our first-time attendees – Bob and Eileen Edwards and 
Mary Heidbreder – and David Davies, a retiree and guest 
of Rich Hallowell. 
Russ Wall led us in the pledge of allegiance and Bob 
Eddy followed with the invocation.  As the servers 
started to serve the lunch, Bob Dains told all of us that 
Dec 16 was the anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge.  
He was there and flew his first mission on Dec 25, 1944.  
It was a very impressive bit of information. 
After the luncheon, we were entertained by the NGA 
Choir, under the direction of Brad Slavik.  I’m sure there 
were several retirees at the luncheon, including the 
former director, Gene Knight, that were reminiscing 
about the days when they were in the choir and all the 
practices and hard work that went into singing in the 
halls of DMA. 
Harold then thanked Larry Knopfel for all his work on 
the board, as he is stepping down.  Randy Pratt becomes 
our senior advisor; Harold Howard becomes our 
chairman of the board; Russ Wall is our new president; 
Bob Eddy, Doug Nolte, Jimmie Hilterbrand, Jerry 
Lenczowski, Pat Wiese, and Bob Bentrup will continue 
in their present positions.  Jimmy Boyd agreed to join 
the board and will continue as our photographer at the 
luncheons. 
The 50/50 raffle was larger than usual.  Charlie Bird was 
heard trying to sell his seat next to Rose to the highest 
bidder – similar to Gov. Rod Blagojevich – since Rose is 
notorious for winning multiple times at Christmas.  The 
winners were:  Marilyn Chelonis (twice), Harold 
(Chops) Adams, Mary Heidbreder, Bob Bentrup, Larry 
Knopfel (twice), Harley Jennings, Harry Lemakis, Pat 
Keller, Rose Bird, George Collins (twice), Carol Adams, 
Bob Edwards, and Rich Hallowell. 
We had a tin of popcorn for the table prize.  Three tins 
were left.  The winners were: John Kristman, Nancy 
Kristman, and Bob Edwards. 

See you all in March 2009  

ACS Board Policy  

Refund of Reservation Payment 
In response to several inquires on when one can obtain a 
refund for luncheon reservations, the following is the 
ACS Board policy for sending out a refund. 

 

 
 
All luncheon reservation requests are recorded as they 
are received.  On the Thursday prior to a luncheon the  
number of meals by type is provided to the Viking.  On 
the Monday prior to the luncheon the Viking is again 
called with the final number of each selection and with 
the total number of attendees.  ACS is then committed to 
these numbers and must pay for the number of meals 
reserved.   Refunds or luncheon vouchers will ONLY be 
issued for those individuals that call in a cancellation at 
(636) 296-8831 prior to the Monday preceding the 
luncheon. Therefore, there will be no refund or luncheon 
voucher issued for an individual that does not attend the 
luncheon without that prior notification. 

  
As an example, for the March 25, 2009 luncheon call  

(636) 296-8831  
before March 23, 2009 if you must cancel. 

 

 

Board of Directors �ews 

PRESIDE�T’S COR�ER 
 
Hello, I’d like to introduce myself.  I’m Russ Wall, the 
new ACS president. I retired from the US Air Force as 
an Air Traffic Controller in 1981 and I retired from 
NGA in 2002 after 21 years of working as an 
Aeronautical Information Specialist.  Because I really 
enjoy playing golf with the ACS golf League, I retired 
from a company called IMAPS in 2005. I’ve been very 
fortunate to have enjoyed all of my careers.  Now, I’m 
enjoying retirement and my association with the ACS. 
I’ve been married to June for 44 years.  We met while I 
was in the Air Force stationed in England.  We have two 
daughters and four grand children who all live nearby.  
We live in the South County and really enjoy all of the 
amenities that are so close by. 
For 2009 ACS will once again have four great luncheons 
at the Viking Center. The dates are always Wednesdays; 
March 25, June 24, September 23 and December 16.  
We hope as many as possible of you can attend.  You 
will enjoy good food, meeting with old friends and some 
first class entertainment.  And, there will still be the 
opportunity to win those valuable prizes.   
I look forward to serving you during the coming year 
and invite you to attend as many of the ACS functions as 
possible.   
I wish you all the best,   

Russ Wall 

 

ACS Board Vacancies Filled 
The community responses to the call for nominations 
enabled the ACS Executive Board to fill the two 
vacancies. Joining the Board are Mr. Jim Boyd as 
Executive Vice-President and Mr. Bob Edwards as 
Member-at –Large.  
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2009 Current Board Members: 
 

Randy Pratt  Senior Advisor  
Harold Howard            Board Chairperson  
Russ Wall  President   
Jim Boyd             Executive Vice-President 
Bob Eddy                    Treasurer 
Pat Wiese  Secretary 
Jimmie Hilterbrand     Vice-President Membership  
Pat Wiese                    Hospitality Chairperson  
Larry Knopfel             Golf Committee Chairperson 
Doug Nolte                Member-at-Large  
Bob Edwards  Member-at-Large  
Bob Bentrup               Mailing Committee Chair 
Jerry Lenczowski        VP Communications  
 

Welcome to �ew Members 
 

Our Membership Chair has informed us of the following 
new members.  We encourage them to attend our 
December and subsequent luncheons. 

Richard A. Iverson 
5210 Woodglow Dr. 

St. Louis, MO 63129-3220 
314-894-0748 

Sharon 
 
George A. Manders 
1184 Trails Dr. 
Fenton, MO  63026-3708 
636-225-6407 

Pat 

gmanders@charter.net 

 
Jack J. Panula 
7040 Albermarle Ct. 
Barnhart, MO 63012-1402 
636-464-8313 
Jodi 
jjpanu29@charter.net 
 
Richard L. Wisely 
13637 Hardin Rd. 

Desoto, MO  63020-3731 
636-586-0205 
wisely1947@excite.com  

 

Member Updates 
 

John J. Arata 
504 S. 8th Ave. 

Springfield, NE 68059-5712 

 

James C. Argabright 
jcargabright@peoplepc.com 

 
 
 

George T. Cline 
Chesterfield, MO 

 
Mark M. Hagler 
bmark1376@sbcglobal.net  
 
Mary L. Heidbreder   William H. Heidbreder 
mlhwhh@att.net mlhwhh@att.net 
 
Smitty Herndon Frederick Kulick 
2209 Norwalk Dr. 525 Court St. Apt 1213 
Colleyville, TX   Reno, NV 89501-1733 

76034-5419  775-322-0601 
  

 �aomi Michalas          

 2002 Boardwalk Place Dr.  Apt. 314 
 O’Fallon, MO 63368-3904 
 636-625-2314 
 
 Donald M. O’Callaghan      

 donocal@sbcglobal.net         
 

 Rose Marie Rahall 

 4522 Meadowford Dr. 
St. Louis, MO 63129-2516 
 

Max G. Roberts Claude R. Sides 
mrdlr48@att.net  joanrsides@gmail.com 
 

Dennis Shannon  Carol Stamer 

15692 Quail Meadows Dr. 636-724-5323 
Chesterfield, MO 63017-1770 
314-369-0180 
 
Joe E. Steakley  Willard T. Tucker 
2708 Stripling Dr.  11503 S. 1545 Pass 
Tuscaloosa, AL    Nevada, MO  
35404-5025   64772-8121 
 
Robert J. Zimmer    
rjzimmer@att.net 

 

2008 ACS Directory 

 
Attention Members that have Moved or 

Planning to Moving!! 

The Post Office returned 12 of the latest Newsletters and 
Directories.  These were returned for members that 
either moved or were temporarily out to town.  In the 
case of the Directory it cost the ACS $1.17 for each 
returned directory and $1.17 to resend it to the correct 
address.  In the case of the newsletter, the cost is $0.84 
per copy.   So to help the ACS save some money and 
ensure you receive your correspondence from the 
association in a timely fashion, please send the ACS a 
change of address when moving or if you will be out of  
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town for an extended amount of time.  Also if you have 

changed your phone number or email account, please 
mail the update information using the Membership 
Application Form in this newsletter or contact Jimmie 
Hilterbrand at jrhilt@charter.net. 

Borrowing from an NGIAA (our East coast counterpart 
organization) statement, “we remind our members that 
the directory, compiled and maintained by the ACS, 
is primarily for the Executive Board’s use to 
communicate with our membership.  We also distribute 
the directory to the membership expecting that it will be 
used for social purposes only, such as invitations, get-
well cards, notes of condolence, "going to drop in"  
phone calls or e-mails, or just "keeping in touch" notes.  
It is a tool to be used to keep us together in a collegial 
way.  Ours is a social association, founded for the 
purpose of staying in touch with our friends and co-
workers to share our interests and experiences.  Let's 
strive to keep it that way.”  Ange Meoli 

 

Sick Members/Former Co-Workers 
 

 LaDon Bernhardt Norma Bernhardt
 Tony Caiazzo  Jim Stayton  
 George Huelsman James Johnson 
 Barb Korn  Carol Stamer 
 Gayle Kenniston Claudio Salinas 
 Jerry Cook  Beverly Hilterbrand  

 
Keep everyone in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

 
Rest in Peace 

 
             Mike Faulkner   11/16/08 

Joseph W. Chalupny  11/21/08 
William (Bill) Miller  11/22/08 
LeRoy M. Sewell  11/28/08 
Otto Henschen   11/30/08 
Helen J. Brencick  12/14/2008 
Byron Sunderland Paul, Jr. 12/17/08 
Alex Berger, Jr.   12/19/08 
Joseph Larsen   12/25/08 
Frank Wilson Smith  01/10/09 
Charles Charlie’ H. Frey 01/27/09 
Joseph F. Wiedemeier  01/31/09  

 
Please notify a board member when you know a member 

or former co-worker is ill or deceased, so we can inform 
the ACS Membership. 

 

 

ACS Treasurer’s Annual Report 
          
REPORT PERIOD:  01/01/2008 - 12/31/2008  

    
TOTAL RECEIPTS  $   8,297.81  
 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES     $   1,640.00  
  LIFE MEMBERSHIP DUES    $      800.00  
  LUNCHEON TICKETS     $   4,437.00  
 50/50 TICKETS    $      180.00  
 INTEREST RECEIVED AND ACCRUED    $      238.81  
 ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP DUES    $   1,000.00  
 MISC. RECEIPTS    $          2.00  
    
TOTAL DISBURSEME�TS    $   6,899.04  
 LUNCHEON SITE - MEALS    $   3,885.57  
 NEWSLETTER COST    $      904.16  
 DIRECTORY EXPENSES    $      551.17  
 DIRECT PAY OPERATING EXPENSE    $      178.05  
 POST OFFICE    $      582.27  
 TABLE PRIZES    $      259.82  
 PROGRAM - ENTERTAINMENT    $      325.00  
 PETTY CASH FUND    $        20.00  
 NGA OPEN HOUSE EXPENDITURES    $      117.00  
 LUNCHEON VOUCHERS / REFUNDS    $        51.00  
 MISC. EXPENSES    $        25.00  
TOTAL MO�IES AVAILABLE    $ 11,610.00  
     �O�-ALLOCATED MO�IES AVAILABLE    $   6,066.70  
     MO�IES I� ALLOCATED FU�DS    $   5,543.30  

    
Please refer any questions to Mr. Bob Eddy at  
roblucedd@sbcglobal.net or (636) 296-8831. 
 

Sports  

Bowling �ews 
Arsenal Mixed League     Shrewsbury Lanes 

    

The 2007 Arsenal Mixed League began its 26th season 
on Wednesday September 3, 2008.  On Dec 17, 2008 
Ron Lindy bowled the first 300 game in the league’s 50+ 
years of existence.  Ron is a current NGA employee and 
is a member of the Work-In-Progress team.   Although 
his team lost the game, everyone in the league was 
excited and happy for him.  After the league’s holiday 
break, Ron was surprised with a “300” pretzel to 
celebrate his achievement. On February 4, 2009 Jim 
Bulinski of Shrewsbury Lanes presented Ron with his 
ABC 300 ring.  Lightning almost struck a second time 
on Feb 4 as Marv Staloch was stopped in his pursuit of a 
300 by a seven pin count on his eleventh ball, finishing 
with a 287.   
Individuals interested in joining for full-time or part-
time participation should contact Pat Wiese, 314-385-
7845.  Spouses are welcome. 
 

Men’s Thursday Invitational League 
Shrewsbury Lanes 

The 2008–2009 season started on 4 September, 2008.  
The league welcomes individuals for full-time or part- 
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time participation for the season.  If you would like to 
join, contact the League Secretary, Wayne Powers at 
Wayne.D.Powers@nga.mil or the League President 
Harry Lemakis at (314) 631-1619. 

 

ACS Golf �ews 
2009 ACS Golf Season 

By Larry Knopfel 

Hi All, 
I thought you might be interested in knowing that golf is 
not too far off and we have scheduled our season opener 
at Missouri Bluffs on April 16th with a 9 AM tee time, 
we will close the season on October 8th at Missouri 
Bluffs with an 8 AM tee time. We have 10 other dates 
scheduled at Walters Golf Group courses and are 
currently considering additional courses for play this 
year to round out the 2009 season with a total of 26 
outing's. The entire season schedule along with a hard 
copy booklet will be distributed at the March 25, 2009 
luncheon.  

 

Here and There with ACS Members  
 

�ATIO�AL GEOSPATIAL/I�TELLIGE�CE 

AGE�CY OPE� HOUSE 
By Dennis Terhaar 

 

The NGA Open House/Family Day was held on 
Saturday, September 13, 2008.  ACS had 37 attendees 
show up at 8:30 in the visitor parking lot for the NGA 
Tour.  It was a nice day, the sun was shining and the 
temperature was in the low 60’s when we arrived. The 
day began at 9:00 with the ACS group being escorted to 
the large tent in the North Parking Lot where the 
Opening Ceremony would take place.  VADM Murret, 
who is the director of NGA, visited with many of the 
retirees before the Opening Ceremony.   During the 
Opening Ceremony, VADM Murret praised the retirees 
for their great work and dedication during their working 
days at ACIC/DMAAC/NIMA/NGA.  After the Opening 
Ceremony concluded, we divided up into small groups 
of 6 people and proceeded across the facility to the main 
building (Building 36) to begin the tour.  Each person 
received a handout that contained a list of the all 
activities and displays that were in the main building and 
throughout the grounds.  We visited many interesting 
displays and demonstrations throughout the building.  
Those who had not been back for many years were 
amazed at all the changes.  Everything is digital and 
done with computers now.  Some of the displays and 
demonstrations were as follows:  Modern Rocketry, 
Aircraft Instrument Approaches, 3-D Terrain Models, 
Photo Interpretation, an Aeronautical Overview Video, 
Vertical Obstructions, Antarctica – Operation Deep  
 
 

Freeze, and many more.  There were also a number 
displays and activities outside on the NGA Grounds.  
Everyone was treated to a lunch in a large tent in the 
North Parking Lot.  For lunch each person had a choice 
of a BBQ pulled pork sandwich, a grilled chicken plate, 
a grilled jumbo hotdog plate or a veggie burger.  Also 
included with the lunch was a bag of chips, a soda and 
dessert.  Overall it was a very enjoyable day.  Special 
thanks go out to Patsy Rodriguez of NGA for her work 
in organizing the tours and making this a special day for 
the Aerospace Charting Seniors group. 
 

Duffy’s Informal Luncheons (DILs) 
     Open Invitation 
Informal luncheons are held at Duffy’s in Kirkwood on 
the first Wednesday of every month at 1100 hours. 
Twenty people attended the January and February 2009 
luncheons. Upcoming meetings will be on 4 Mar, 1 Apr, 
6 May and 3 Jun.  Please join us!  ACS Cub reporter 
desired.  Send notes to the editor. 

 

Points Report 
By Bob Eddy 

Another lunch group, mainly of former Points 
employees also meets at 1100 hours the first Wednesday 
of the month.  On January 7 the Points group had their 
first meeting of the New Year with an attendance of 11 
individuals 9 of whom worked in the Points area.  This 
was a very good attendance as none of the regular 
attendees were traveling or fishing.  All attendees had an 
enjoyable time reminiscing, old friends remembered and 
humorous incidents of the past.  
On 4 Feb Charles Bird, Sam Brewer, Charlie Castro, 
Bob Eddy, Vern Edelmann, Jim Hilterbrand, Jim 
Huettenmeyer, Dick Iverson, Jim Johnson, Gene 
McCloud, Jim Raby and Larry Rambo, attended the 
luncheon at the Home Town Buffet.  Plan to join them at 
the Hometown Buffet located on South Lindbergh Blvd 
at 11 AM. Upcoming meetings will be on 4 Mar, 1 Apr, 
6 May and 3 Jun.  
 

Photo Breakfast Club �ewsletter Meetings 
By Gene Niederschmidt 

 

This group normally meets on the 4th Monday in the 
month at 0930 for breakfast at Gingham’s at Lindbergh 
and Lemay Ferry.   
In the December 2008 quarterly newsletter Gene 
Niederschmidt provided the following news: “At the 
November Breakfast Club meeting we had seventeen 
photo retirees and several wives are attending.  I believe 
this is a good turn out considering the size of our group.  
   
I am fortunate to have a data base, (1945 thru 1991) 
identifying DMA photographers who worked on the 
fourth floor, the second floor and in Missile 
Department.  Unfortunately I don’t have the names of  
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photographers who worked in Printing Department. 
Several weeks ago I reviewed this list and found about 
eighty-five photographers I know who are alive and 
hopefully well.   Obviously a turn out of 17 of a possible 
85 retirees is very good.   
 
Deer season was about to come to a close.  My Grandson 
Brian got his first deer; I asked Tom Ahonen if he had a 
deer this year and he answered with a smile.  I do believe 
Tom has a herd penned up someplace on his ranch.  
 
This past November 3rd, I received the following e-mail 
from Jan Czarnecki:  ‘Thanks for sending me the 
newsletter.  I see Jerry Willett sent you my new email 
address.   I am no longer the Volleyball lay director at 
Assumption so I guess I won't be seeing you in the gym 
watching your grandchildren play.  Or have they stopped 
playing?  After being lay director 13 years, I just wanted 
to have my fall weekends to myself.  Plus I'm not 
coaching anymore either.  I had coached for 25 years and 
coached about 30 teams.  The cool thing is that the kids I 
coached are now coming back to coach kids at 
Assumption.  I love that.  
Now for some bad news.  I was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in March.  I had chemo, a lumpectomy and 
radiation.  I will soon be finishing up on chemo pills.  
Everything has gone well.  I didn't have any of the 
problems normally associated with all my treatments.  I 
was diagnosed as a stage 4.  So I really feel lucky.  I 
have a lot of people praying for me.  I totally believe that 
something to do with my good luck.  I didn't miss a day 
of work.  I just tried to pace myself and that helped 
things too.  Now I just need to get my hair to grow more 
quickly.  Say hi to the guys for me at your next 
breakfast.  
Jan  
   
Gene called Jan in mid December and she said she has 
completed all the treatments and is doing well.  Jan 
thanks every for the group card and prayers.   Jan also 
said she will attend a breakfast real soon.  
   
Gene also spoke with Barbara Gardner and she said 
things were going well.  Barb is devoting a lot of her 
time doing church work and doing her part helping the 
homeless.  I told her we would like to see her attend a 
breakfast.  
 
From Tony Caiazzo on December 15, 2008  
Hi Gene----glad to get your reports----as far as my health 
goes my legs are bad due to poor circulation but I still 
get around but don’t do much dancing. ---doc says 
kidney’s are working at 16%-----pretty close to having 
the bag attached if they get worse-----but at 85 years I 
don't think I am going that route when an if it happen 
before I get the call to go------  
By the way Gene did the boys know Mike Prkovic ---He 
was in Neg Prep--Well anyway he lives up the street 
from me --If any body wants to know he is still the same 
old Mike with his wife Jeane--Give my best to all.  Will 
keep in touch---------  
TONY & JEANETTE CAIAZZO  
   
I e-mailed Lee Brewer and asked for a note for our   
newsletter, Lee responded….  
 

Hi Gene, Doesn’t seem like we're doing a whole lot.  
Our health is good which is always a plus.  The kids are 
coming from Denmark on Sunday.  Looking forward to 
Christmas with them.  Andrew is 22 and enjoying life.  
He and 3 friends have a house in the area and are going 
to SIUE. Marcia's son has 3 children--ages 8, 1 1/2, and 
(a surprise) 5 months.  We've been traveling some-- 
Denmark in October, several trips to Oklahoma and 
Kansas to see Marcia's family, and Michigan to visit my 
brother and his family.  Holidays are the hardest as far as 
missing DMACC--all the parties, etc.  Sure would like to 
see all the people we spend so much of our like with.  
Happy holidays to all!  Lee  Brewer    
This comes from Bob La Beau  
Hi Gene,  I’m still working and am not free to attend 
your get together   Went on a few trips this year, 
Branson, Pigeon Forge TN and the outer banks of NC.  
Have plans to go to Maui next August to celebrate our 
50th Anniversary.  Boy doesn’t time fly .Not much else 
going on just getting ready for Christmas.  Please wish 
everyone a blessed ‘Christmas and a Happy prosperous 
New Year.  Thanks for touching base,  
Bob  
   
The following is a note from Merle McRevey…  
 Gene I got your email. I haven't sent anything because I 
lost all my addresses when my old computer crashed out. 
We bought new computers but I don't have any but a few 
email addresses left. I do keep in contact with Bob 
Gestel and let him know what's happening over here.  
 And that is not much, trying to live with the economy, 
we cancelled our yearly trip to Florida, we do a week 
every year just south of Clear Water.  
 We did a couple of trips this year early, went on a cruise 
in Alaska, a dream we both had and decided to do it 
when we could. Everybody should see Alaska it is really 
Gods country. We also took a senior bus trip to San 
Antonio, it was wonderful, but we came back with the 
flu and it took a few weeks to get over.  
 I have been archiving a lot of my old pictures to the 
computer; I had sent Don a lot of them, also to Bob 
Gestel. I think I may have some more somewhere, which 
I'll pass on when I find them.  
 We moved from our lake house in Holiday Shores 2 
years ago to a duplex condo in Bethalto. We love it, no 
grass to cut or maintenance other than routine stuff 
inside the house; we have a real nice neighbor attached 
to our side. Love this kind of living, never thought I 
would but I am getting older (76) last September.  
 Don't get out to many functions anymore, I have not 
been to NARFE in a long time, just enjoying life so 
much, don't like to get out.  
 That's about all going on with us.   
 Talked to Doris Watt a few months ago and she is doing 
well also.  

Merle 
 

Penny Chesnut wrote to say she would like to attend our 
next breakfast but the drive is bit too much.  Instead, she 
sends Love and Kisses.”  
Gingham’s meeting room is reserved for all our 2009 
Breakfast Club Meetings at 0930. The next few months 
are as follows February 23, March 23, April 27, May 25, 
and June 22. Send me your notes for the late March 
Photo Breakfast Club newsletter.  Gene �iederschmidt 
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One of the first WAVES: Betty Turnbull Helms  
This article by Ralph Pokorny appeared in the Nevada MO Herald-
Tribune on Nov. 15, 2008.  Ms. Helms is the aunt of Chris Tucker, 
son of Willard Tucker. 
 

On Sept. 30, 1942, 20-year-old Betty Turnbull 
Helms, with written permission from her parents, 
became a part of history when she enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy as one of the first enlisted women to serve in the 
WAVES. 

Helms, now 86 years old, said that the Navy already 
had female officers, but this was the first group of 
enlisted women. 

"The Army already had women, but I knew that the 
Navy would too, so I waited," she said, adding that her 
father had been in the Navy and her brother served in the 
Navy as a corpsman on a hospital ship. 

Helms said that she and the other women in her 
group were sent to the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
for training. 

"I learned to march on the Wisconsin football field," 
she said. 

Helms, who grew up in a family of 10 children at 
Monroe City, enlisted in Washington, D.C. where she 
was staying with an uncle who was a guard at the State 
Department. 

She said that the women were told to bring shoes 
with heels and toes and lisle stockings with them when 
they were sent for training. During World War II she 
said that many women's shoes were made with cut-outs 
for toes and at the heels to conserve leather for the war 
effort. 

A couple of weeks after they arrived in Madison, 
Marshall Fields, a large Chicago department store which 
made the WAVES uniforms, arrived to fit them for their 
new uniforms. 

She said they walked down a line and were given 
their new uniforms, piece-by-piece, and when they 
reached the final stop, they were handed a check for 
$300, which they gave to someone from Marshall Fields 
to pay for the uniform. 

Helms said that she was one of the 25 or 30, of the 
400 trainees, who could wear her uniform without any 
alterations and when they left the building in their new 
WAVE uniform, newsreel cameras were waiting to film 
them. 

"My mother sat through a movie three times so she 
could see the news reel," Helms said. 

While at Madison Helms was trained in Morse code 
to be a radioman, before being sent, with about 100 
others from her group, to the Naval Air Station in 
Jacksonville, Fla., for the next three years. This was a 
training base for Navy pilots. 

"We relieved men, for combat duty," she said. 
Their job was to send and receive messages from 

Washington, D.C., aircraft and ships at sea. 
"We got most of our news from Washington and 

copied news from 'WAR' on Morse code," she said. 
"WAR" was a military radio station. 

Since the Air Station was a pilots training base pilots 
were often out flying around, and one night Helms said 
that she remembered copying a message from one pilot 
that read "Silver wings in the moonlight." 

She said that she had no idea what it meant. 
"He was just flying around at night," she said. 
Helms said that housing at the base was a big change 

from civilian life. They were housed with four women to 
a room in two bunk beds, a chest of drawers, a closet and 
a basin. Each woman had one drawer for her own. 

The shower room was an open room with showers 
on one side and toilets on the other side with no doors. 

"It was a public place. You lost all of your dignity 
when you went in there. We soon got used to that. It was 
either that or nothing," she said. 

Their work schedule rotated through a 24-hour 
period. When they first started they would work a day 
shift, an evening shift, a night shift and a day off; then 
start over again. After a couple of months of this 
schedule the Navy decided it did not work very well and 
changed it to two days on each shift. 

"That was better," Helms said. 
"It got to where you go to sleep at anytime, 

anywhere," she said. 
She said that she still keeps in touch with the women 

she served with in the Navy and that 50 to 60 of the 100 
who were assigned to the Naval Air Station with her are 
still alive. 

"I treasure my time in the Navy," she said. 
Like many other World War II veterans she also 

benefit from her experience. 
"After serving time in the Navy, I was able to get a 

college education under the GI bill and that really 
changed my life," she said. 

 

 
Betty Helms and Dick Erickson,  

School of the Ozarks and Library of Congress Veterans 
History Project 

 

December 2008 Luncheon Photographs 
 

 
NGA Choir 

 

 
Rose Bird 
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Rod Stecher and Fred Meister 

 

 
Pat and Carol Reed 

 

 
Mary Heidbreder  and Larry Knopfel 

 

 
Mark Hagler and Nita Caldwell 

 
 

 
Marilyn Rosenbaum, Eileen Edwards, Grace Boyd 
 
 

 
John Kristmann, Bob Dains, Gene Knight 

 
 

 
John Flaherty and Julie Braun 

 
 

 
Jim Argabright, Lewis and Marilyn Rosenbaum, 

Marge Terhaar 
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Jeanne and Gene Vogt 

 

 
Jim Stanton, David Davies, Richard Hallowell 

 

 
Harold Howard, ACS President 

 

 
Harley Jennings and Gene Knight 

 

 

 
Glen Burgdorf, George Collins, Clint Walker 

 
 

 
Eileen Howard and Lou Decker 

 
 

 
Ed de la Pena and Libby Lanning 

 
 

 
Clint Walker and Judy Hodge 
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Charles and Norma Doolin 

 

 
Casey Szpak and Carol Stecher 

SEPTEMBER 2008 LU�CHEO� PHOTOS 

 

Bobbi Lenczowski   Donald Schwaab 

 

 

Carol Stecher              Anita St. Clair 

 

 

 
Bob Coambs and Bob Haddad 

 

     Anita St. Clair 

 

 

Grace Boyd                        Bill Riordan 
 
 

 

Harold         &              Eileen Howard 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 2008 LU�CHEO� PHOTOS 
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James St. Clair 

 

 
 

 

       Ken       &       Evelyn Parks 

 

 
 

 

Ken Swehla,   Don Schwaab    Bob Bentrup 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pat Keller            Barbara Speiser 

 

 

 

 
 

Mark Hagler,  Lou Decker, Gene Knight,  

Ron Pierce,  Ed de la Pena 
 

 
 

 

  

Rod Stecher,  Fred Meister, Gene �iederschmidt 
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Peggy McIntyre    Lou Decker  Grace Boyd 

 

Vivian Upchurch    Peggy McIntyre 

 

 
September 2008 Entertainment:  Gateway Harmonica Club, Inc.

 

 

 

 

Arsenal Mixed League 

 300 Game By Ron Lindy 
 
 

 
Ron Lindy 

 
 

 
Lindy’s 300 Pretzel 
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Ron and his pretzel 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�EWSLETTER and DIRECTORY DISTRIBUTIO� 

 

Would you prefer to always receive the Newsletter, 
the Directory, and breaking ACS related news in an 
email?  This would speed up our delivery of current 
information about members and events to you and 
SIGNIFICANTLY reduce the ACS costs to prepare 
and mail the information. Please let the editor know 
your preferences.   Be sure we have your current 
email contact information 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Ron Lindy and Jim Bulinski, Shrewsbury Lanes 

 
 

 
 

What a 300 Ring looks like for all of us who will 
never get one! 

 

 

 

 

YOUR �EWSLETTER 

 

If there is information you would like to share with 
others, please let our newsletter staff know. 
Send News Items to:   

ACS Editor 
9083 Whitehaven Dr, St. Louis, MO 63123 

  or scrumpski@sbcglobal.net
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ACS MEMBERSHIP FORM 

YOU’LL MEET OLD FRIENDS AND CO-WORKERS WHO SHARE COMMON INTERESTS 
We meet the fourth Wednesday of the month four times a year (March, June, September, and December).  The December date will vary due to Christmas. During these 
times we have a social hour, lunch, business meeting and entertainment and informative programs. We meet at a location decided upon by the Executive Board and we 
try to stay at one location for all luncheons.  Our newsletter, which we publish and distribute to members the month prior to the luncheons, include all the details of the 
upcoming luncheon related to place, menu, entertainment and cost for each person attending.  Our newsletter also includes information about member activities and 
association business. 
If you are a golfer, many members play a four person scramble every other Thursday, beginning in mid-April and ending in mid- October.  But the true fun of belonging 
to the Aerospace Charting Seniors is that it provides the opportunity to renew acquaintances and talk about the good old days. 

JOI� �OW OR UPDATE YOUR I�FORMATIO�. 

COMPLETE A�D SUBMIT THE MEMBERSHIP FORM BELOW 
Membership Dues are $10.00 per year or $100.00 For a Lifetime Membership  

 

AEROSPACE CHARTING SENIORS 
P.O. BOX 510091 

ST. LOUIS, MO 63151-0091 
 

Sign me up for membership in the ACS.  Enclosed is $______________ for my membership dues.  Cash or Check �umber _____________ 

 

Last �ame ______________________________ First �ame _________________________ MI _______ Preferred �ame _____________ 

 

Retirement Date (Mo/Yr) ______________________ Spouse First �ame ________________ MI _______ Preferred �ame ______________ 

 

Main Address ____________________________________________ City _____________________ State _________ Zip Code __________ 

 

2nd (Winter) Address _______________________________________City ______________________ State ________ Zip Code ___________ 

 

Telephone �o. Primary ________________________________Winter Telephone �o. __________________E-Mail Address____________ 


